
Why Collect Postal History?

Don Tocher U.S Classics

United States Stamps and Postal History



Why Collect Postal History?

ÅThe ñDimensionsò of Stamp Collecting 

ÅStatistics on collector interests from my client 

database

ÅThe ñDimensionsò of Cover Collecting

ÅExamples of interesting covers in various 

categories 

ÅObservations & Conclusions

ÅQ & A 
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Dimensions: Stamp Collecting

ÅCountry or Geo-Political, Topical, etc.

ïType (Postage, Airmail, Revenues, etc.)

ïVintage (Classics, 20th Cent., Modern, etc.)

ïCondition (Gem, Fine, Average, etc.)

ÅMint

ÅUnused

ÅUsed ïmarkings (color, fancy, towns, etc.)
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Client Database (2600, 95% in USA)

ÅIssues: Stampless, 1851-57, Prexy, B.o.B. - 232

ÅStates: Everyone of them & combos - 881

ÅMilitary: C-War, WWI, POW - 111

ÅForeign Mail: Stampless-Mod, Air, etc.- 33

ÅMarkings: Aux, Fancy, Exchange - 73

ÅAdvertising: Subjects ïyou name it! - 89

ÅEvents: Patriotics, Expos, Flights, etc. - 60

ÅForeign Covers - 67

ÅU.S. Stamps only - 190
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Dimensions: Stamp Collecting

ÅCountry or Geo-Political, Topical, etc.
ÅUsed ïmarkings (color, fancy, towns, etc.)
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Dimensions: Cover Collecting

ÅCountry or Geo-Political, Topical, etc.

ïSpecific locales: States, Cities, Ships, etc.

ïType (Postage, Airmail, Revenues, etc.)

6Don Tocher, US Classics 

dontocher@earthlink.net



Dimensions: Cover Collecting

ÅCountry or Geo-Political, Topical, etc.

ïManner of use (Destination, Auxiliary, etc.)

ïCondition (Gem, Fine, Average, etc.)

ÅUsed ïmarkings (color, fancy, towns, etc.)
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Dimensions: Cover Collecting

ÅCountry or Geo-Political, Topical, etc.

ïSpecific locales: States, Cities, Ships, etc.

ïType (Postage, Airmail, Revenues, etc.)

ïManner of use (Destination, Auxiliary, etc.)

ïVintage (Classics, 20th Cent., Modern, etc.)

ïCondition (Gem, Fine, Average, etc.)

ÅUnused ï(Postal Stationery, Events etc.)

ÅUsed ïmarkings (color, fancy, towns, etc.)
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Why is this Interesting?
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ÅMixed issues (8ct ó02, 1ct Louisiana, etc.)

ÅThe 1917 pair?

ÅIn Feb,1919, 1st class - 3ct, registry -10ct

ÅHere we have 13ct or 16ct! - Which?
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Knowledge of stamps 

is a necessary part

of cover collecting

ÅProper Evaluation

ÅFor Fun
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